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Perhaps the easiest part of this singularly useless accom-
plishment was the physical part, the mere mimicry of voice,
expression, and manner, into which I could slide without
effort and at will But I was equally at home in the
workings of their minds. I was never at a loss, that is, to
know how either Dr. Temple or G. B. S. would act under
any given circumstances. It was uncanny; but it was true.
When, for example, Shaw 'forbad' me to take Too True
to be Good to Canada I took not the slightest notice, but
went on rehearsing and pouring out money for the pro-
duction, knowing that he would extricate himself from the
impasse he himself had caused. Nor, again, did I believe
for a moment that he would write a Foreword for this book:
I asked him, because all I needed was his reply with which
to grace these pages.
We have, Shaw and I, certain points in common., it is
true. Thus I am an actor: so is Shaw, for one need not be
on the stage to act. In his youth Shaw fought diffidence
and shyness: I am still fighting them. Then, too, like
Shaw, I know what it feels like to have a hobby whose
interest competes with and sometimes transcends that of
one's profession; for if Shaw was partly responsible for
early Socialism in England, I, as a fairly direct cause of
the Albertan Government's accession to power in 1935,
was partly responsible for early Social Credit in Canada.
And, like Shaw, I know what it is to advocate a cause that
is not so much unpopular as believed to be crazy, and how
to hold an audience, hostile or otherwise, on any,subject
from any platform from the Albert Hall downwards. Again,
Shaw is a bit of an exhibitionist: so am I, for here I am,
supposed to be writing about Shaw, yet quite unable to
stop my pen from writing about,Maurice Colbourne, As
for comparing myself with Shaw, is not this a typical piece
of Shavian insufferable presumption? If I am insuffer-
able, so is Shaw; and if he can compare himself with
Shakespeare, with whom he has nothing in common save
his craft, I can cheerfully compare myself with Shaw. At
least we are in the same category of men, interested in
precisely the same ideas, and pursuing, though by different
routes, the same goal. The chief difference between us,